
Curriculum Area: Literacy -Jaberwocky (narrative) Year Group: 4 Term: Autumn Term 

 

Key Areas of Learning: Oak Academy Links Around the home activities Your Challenge  

Writing – Narrative writing 
 
 
Reading 
Vocabulary decoding 
Fact and retrieval skills 
Inference skills 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/to-engage-with-the-poem-
71h66r?activity=video&step=1 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/to-generate-vocabulary-to-write-
the-opening-
c9j3ct?activity=video&step=1 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-
of-words-associated-with-being-
confident-cgt3ar?activity=video&step=1 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/to-plan-the-build-up-cmu3ed 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/l
essons/to-plan-the-climax-
6tgkcd?activity=video&step=1 
 
 
 

Find an interesting looking 
object from around your 
house and pretend it comes 
alive – what would it do? 
What warnings would you 
give to people that come 
into contact with it? 
 
Use a pet, a character from a 
book, magazine, TV show or 
game and think about how 
you would describe it. Can 
you use expanded noun 
phrases? 
 
EG. 
A small, oval set of goggles 
with eyes shifting behind. 
 
Next time you eat 
something, think of some 
nonsense words to describe 
the taste – does it taste 
frueng or sumtab? 

 
Write a fact file about your Jabberwocky which 
includes drawing a picture of what the creature 
looks like. 

 
You could use subheadings to separate what you 
include; you might like to write about it’s 
appearance, diet and habitat. 

 

Key Questions 

 Who is the main character in the poem? 
 
What does the main character have to do? 
 
What does the Jabberwock look like? 
 

 

Suggested Learning Activities Resources Desired 
Outcome 

Immersion  
Today we will be looking at the poem, The Jaberwocky, which we 
will be basing our writing on for the next two weeks. It is a strange 

Pencil + Paper 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-engage-with-the-poem-
71h66r?activity=video&step=1 

- To be able 
to read and 
understand 
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poem with lots of nonsense words – see if you can work out the 
story which it is actually telling! 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

 
 

 

 

the poem 
The 
Jabberwock
y.  



 

Immersion  
Today we will be trying to think of vocabulary words that we will 
be able to use within our writing. 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

Pencil + Paper 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-generate-vocabulary-to-write-the-
opening-c9j3ct?activity=video&step=1 

 

To generate 
vocabulary to 
use within 
writing. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-generate-vocabulary-to-write-the-opening-c9j3ct?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-generate-vocabulary-to-write-the-opening-c9j3ct?activity=video&step=1


 

 

Immersion  
In this lesson we will be learning some new vocabulary words to 
describe confidence. We will be able to use these in our writing so 
don’t forget to write them down to help you- think carefully about 
your spelling. 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

Pencil +Paper 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-
words-associated-with-being-confident-cgt3ar?activity=video&step=1 
 

 

To generate 
vocabulary to 
use within 
writing. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-words-associated-with-being-confident-cgt3ar?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-words-associated-with-being-confident-cgt3ar?activity=video&step=1


Skill 
Focus:  Apostrophes  
 
Today, we are going to be looking at apostrophes and what they 
are used for. 
Apostrophes can be used in two different ways – for contraction 
(which we have already looked at in spelling lessons) and 
possession. 
 
Contraction – this is when we ‘contract’ (make smaller) two words 
into one. Where there are letters being missed out to make this 
happen we use an apostrophe. For example: do not → don’t 
 

Quick Question 
Which two words have been combined to make the contracted 
word in the sentence below? 

 
 
 
Possession – A possession is something that we own, so when we 
use an apostrophe for possession it shows when something 
belongs to someone or something else. We don not use it for her 
or his! 
EG. Layton’s hairbrush 
The table’s leg 
 
If the noun is singular (only one) we add   ‘s. 
If the noun is plural (more than one we just put an apostrophe if 
the word ends in an s. If it doesn’t end in an s we add ‘s as normal. 
 

Quick Question 
Circle the word that uses an apostrophe to show possession. 
 

Pencil + Paper 
 

 

To use 
apostrophes 
accurately for 
possession and 
contraction. 



 
 
Now you’ve got the hang of it, answer the following questions! 
 
1. Choose the correct words from the word bank to complete the 
sentence below. 

 
 
2. Punctuate the sentence below by adding apostrophes in the 
correct places. 
 

 
 
3. True or false? The apostrophe has been used correctly in the 
sentence below? 

 
Skill 
Focus:  Punctuating Speech 
 
Click on the ‘How to use inverted commas’ link. Watch the video 
and complete the activity and quiz.  
 
 

Pencil + Paper 
 
How to use inverted commas 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h 
 
Inverted commas quiz 
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/direct-speech/ 

To use inverted 
commas (speech 
marks) to 
punctuate direct 
speech. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/direct-speech/


Can you rewrite the small paragraph below using the correct 
punctuation and speech rules? 
 
Eye witness Sally Morris reported I was on my way home from the 
fish market when I saw about a dozen guards drag a man from the 
Houses of Parliament. I heard them talking about the man 
attempting to blow the King to smithereens. I’m flabbergasted! He 
deserves to be hanged! 
 
Highlight the speech In this section of The Jabberwocky. 

 
 
 
Now, use what you have learnt about inverted commas to write 
what the young man in the Jabberwock might say. Do this on a 
piece of paper or in your book. Use the poem to help you! 
 
Remember to include all the rules of speech when writing. 
 

 
Speech example and rules 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Plan the opening 
 
Today, we are planning the opening to our writing. It is all based 
on the first and second verse of the poem where the young man’s 
father warns him about this dangerous creature: the Jabberwock. 

Pencil + Paper 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-opening-
68wk0d?activity=video&step=1 
 

To plan an 
opening to a 
narrative. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-opening-68wk0d?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-opening-68wk0d?activity=video&step=1


 
You will need to write about: 
1.Description of the wood. 
2. Father’s warning about the Jabberwock. 
3. Description of the Jabberwock. 
4. The young man’s reaction. 
 
You can set this out how ever you feel the most comfortable or 
use the planning format.  → 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

 
 

 
Write the opening 
Use your plan from yesterday and the examples to help you write 
your opening section. 
 
If you are stuck you can always look at the planning sections in the 
resources. → 
 

Pencil + Paper 
To write a 
descriptive 
opening. 



Remember, you will need to write about: 
1.Description of the wood. 
2. Father’s warning about the Jabberwock. 
3. Description of the Jabberwock. 
4. The young man’s reaction. 
 
Think carefully about your handwriting and spelling in this section. 
Don’t forget to look back at the key vocabulary words and spell 
them correctly! 

 

 

 
 



 

Plan the build-up 
Today, we are planning the build-up to our writing. It is all based 
on the third verse of the poem where the young man goes to look 
for the Jabberwock. 
 
You will need to write about: 
1. The young man held onto his trusty sword. 
2. The young man searched for the Jabberwock for a long time. 
3.The young man rested whilst he wondered what to do next. 
 
You can set this out how ever you feel the most comfortable or 
use the planning format.  → 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

Pencil + Paper 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-build-up-cmu3ed 
 

 

- To plan a 
build-up 
within a 
narrative. 

Write the build-up 
Use your plan from yesterday and the examples to help you write 
your build-up section. 
 
If you are stuck you can always look at the planning sections in the 
resources. → 
 
Remember, you will need to write about: 
1. The young man held onto his trusty sword. 
2. The young man searched for the Jabberwock for a long time. 

Pencil + Paper 
To write a build- 
up. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-build-up-cmu3ed


3.The young man rested whilst he wondered what to do next. 
 
Think carefully about your handwriting and spelling in this section. 
Don’t forget to look back at the key vocabulary words and spell 
them correctly! 
 

 

 

 



Plan the climax 
Today, we are planning the Climax to our writing. It is all based on 
the last verse of the poem where the young man and the 
Jabberwock have a vicious fight. The climax is where the most 
exciting part of the story happens! 
 
You will need to write about: 
1. The young man wondered what to do next and the Jabberwock 
approached him. 
2. They were caught in a vicious fight. The young man sliced off 
the Jabberwock’s head. 
3.The young man returned home. 
 
You can set this out how ever you feel the most comfortable or 
use the planning format.  → 
 
Click the link and follow along with the video. → 

Pencil + Paper 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-climax-
6tgkcd?activity=video&step=1 
 

 

 

To plan a climax 
for a narrative. 

Write the climax 
Use your plan from yesterday and the examples to help you write 
your climax section. 
 
If you are stuck you can always look at the planning sections in the 
resources. → 
 

Pencil + Paper 
 

To write a 
climax for a 
narrative. 
 
To use inverted 
commas to 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-climax-6tgkcd?activity=video&step=1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-the-climax-6tgkcd?activity=video&step=1


Remember, you will need to write about: 
You will need to write about: 
1. The young man wondered what to do next and the Jabberwock 
approached him. 
2. They were caught in a vicious fight. The young man sliced off 
the Jabberwock’s head. 
3.The young man returned home. 
 
 
Think carefully about your handwriting and spelling in this section. 
Don’t forget to look back at the key vocabulary words and spell 
them correctly! 

 

 

punctuate direct 
speech. 



 
Review 
Today, we will be reviewing our writing from yesterday to see if 
we can make it better and more precise. 
We are going to check these aspects of our writing today: 
1. The good bits! 
2.Punctuation 
3. Spellings 
4.Rewording 
5.Add in more detail! 
 
1. Read through your work and find the good bits -I’m sure there 
will be quite a few! What amazing vocabulary have you used? 
Where you have used a word from some of the lessons before, 
underline them with a coloured pencil to make sure they stand 

out. 😊 
 
2. Check the punctuation in your writing – Are there full stops 
where there should be? Capital letters after . ! ? 
Check you don’t have any capital letters in the middle of words or 
sentences that don’t need to be there. 
 
3. Use your high frequency word mat to check key words as well 
as the word mat provided earlier  in the resources section to help 
you. Go back and check your work for the last few days, where 

Pencil + paper 

 
 

- To propose 
changes to a 
piece of 
writing 
focusing on 
grammar 
and spelling. 



you have written down ideas off the screen- these spellings should 
be correct! 
 
4. If you have a sentence or section that doesn’t make sense, re-
word it so it does. Add in missing words, use a conjunction to 
make your sentence longer or make the start of your sentence  
 
5. Have you missed anything or do you need to add more detail? 
Now is the time to add it in! 
 
Now write it up in your best handwriting. 

 
 

 

 

 


