
Curriculum Area: Literacy – Reading and Writing Year Group: 6 Term: Spring 1 

 

Key Areas of Learning: Oak Academy Links Around the home activities Your Challenge  

Writing – Non-Chronological Report 
- Features of a non-chronological report 
- Curriculum Words 
- Colons/Semi-colons 
- Vocabulary 
- Hyphenated Words 

Reading 
- Retrieval 

- Summarise 

Non-Chronological Report (x4 lessons) 
- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-

analyse-the-features-of-a-non-chronological-
report-6cv3ar   

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/to-practise-curriculum-words-6tj32d  

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/to-develop-our-knowledge-of-the-function-
of-a-colon-6hjk0t  

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-of-words-
associated-with-eating-cmwk6d  

- Go bird watching in your garden, how 
many different species of birds can you 
identify? Perhaps use the internet to help 
you 

- Do you have a pet? Write an instructional 
guide to tell someone how to take care of 
your pet 

- Use the outdoor environment to create a 
den, perfect for keeping shelter in 
different weather conditions 

- Using the animal you have created, create 
a scientific report which could be used on 
a website.  

Key Questions 

What is a non-chronological report? What does 
non-chronological mean?  
 

 

Suggested Learning Activities Resources Desired Outcome 

The first five sessions should be taken straight from the Oak Academy Trust 
website sessions on the teaching of Non-Chronological Reports. See the links 
above or to the side. The four sessions should last no longer than 30 minutes 
including watching the video. 
The activities include the following: 

- Session 1 – Features of a non-chronological report 

- Session 2 – Practise curriculum words 

- Session 3 – Use of the colon 

- Session 4 – Vocabulary associated with eating 

- Pen & Paper 

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-analyse-the-features-of-a-non-
chronological-report-6cv3ar   

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-practise-curriculum-words-
6tj32d  

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-our-knowledge-of-the-
function-of-a-colon-6hjk0t  

- https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-develop-a-rich-understanding-
of-words-associated-with-eating-cmwk6d 

 

The 5 sessions above will give the pupils the skills needed to complete their own non-chronological report on their own imagined animal. See activities below.  

Immersion – Create your own creature 
Today we are using our creative skills to design and create our own unique rainforest 
creature. 
Go on the following website https://switchzoo.com/map.html and choose the animal 
you wish to start with; you can then adapt your animal’s head, legs and tail to be 
different to make your own creature. This is the creature you will be writing your 
report on.  
 

- Pen & Paper 

- https://switchzoo.com/map.html  

To create own creature. 
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Make sure you print out a photo of your animal so that you can annotate this in the 
following lesson. If you cannot print out your animal, draw it on a separate piece of 
paper (make sure it is the middle of a sheet of paper in preparation for your labels) 

Immersion – Vocabulary 
Today we are learning about how adaptations are beneficial to creatures and 
brainstorming appropriate vocabulary in which to describe them, 
 
Using either your photo in the middle of a sheet of paper or your drawing, label this 
with the parts of the animal you create is made up of. Do some research into each 
part of the animal you have created – how are these adaptations good? What are 
they good for? 
 
Diet – Make notes about what your animal will eat 
What could your animal eat? Think carefully about this with the head you have 
chosen and how your animal will eat its food. Is your animal a carnivore, herbivore or 
omnivore? How do they eat their food?  
 
Habitat – Make notes about where your animal lives 
Where would your animal live? Forest? Underwater? Desert? Or somewhere else? Once 
you’ve picked your main habitat, what do they do in that habitat to make their shelter 
or den? Do they sleep during the day or night? 

- Pen & Paper 

- Photo of own created animal 

- Internet for research if needed 
 
Examples of websites you could use for inspiration for your own animal: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxrmp39 

• https://a-z-animals.com/reference/diet/  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3txpv4  

• https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-habitat  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3hxpv4  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2bygk7  

To have a good understanding about 
the different characteristics of their 
created animal. 

Skill – Colons and Semi-Colons 
Today we are learning about colons and semi-colons including the difference between 
the two and when is best to use them.  
 
Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHa5tWKkvd4&vl=en-GB which 
explains colons and semi-colons.  
 
Reminder: use the reminder sheet in the resources section to remind you how and when 
you use colon, semi-colons and dashes, particularly between clauses 
 
Task 
Add colons or semi-colons into the correct place into the following sentences: 

1.  Most minibeasts have either 6, 8 or more legs some have none, such as the 
slug or snail 

2. Because it lives in the sea, this species mainly eats smaller sea creatures 
including crabs, scallops, fish and turtles. 

3. The Gaz-mon-opus-peacock is a highly adept creature, which is well suited 
to its habitat the depths of the sea. 

4. Due to the low temperatures, these creatures move up and down from the 
seabed to have an increase in their own core temperatures however they are 
a warm-blooded creature, which would help. 

Using these four sentences with the correct punctuation, can you create a small 
paragraph about the ‘Gaz-mon-opus-peacock’ – a newly discovered animal similar to 
yours. 
 
Challenge 

 

 
 

To understand when to use colons or 
semi-colons. 
 
To place colons and semi-colons within 
sentences. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxrmp39
https://a-z-animals.com/reference/diet/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3txpv4
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-habitat
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3hxpv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z2bygk7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHa5tWKkvd4&vl=en-GB


Which of the following sentences using the semi-colon correctly? Explain how you know. 
 

 
Skill – Hyphenated Words 
Today we are going to learn about hyphens. A hyphen looks like a dash but it is not 
one. Hyphens are used to join together related words whereas dashes are used for 
parenthesis. 
Hyphens are used in words for a variety of reasons. Look at the reasons which are on 
the right side of the list, match them to the word which demonstrates that reasons. 

 
Task 
Using the table in the resources section, match the words together using a hyphen to 
create new words e.g. ice-cold  
 
Extension: Then, choose three of these words and write three different sentences about 
the creature/animal you have created.  

 
Axe eating 

Twenty looking 

Super hot 

Funny three 

Razor reggae 

Reggae breath 

X coated 

Lightning sharp 

Scary quick 

Treasure hundred 

Four cold 

Blazing hunter 

Red hearted 

Half ray 

Flat strong 

Man smelling 

Ice wielding 

Sugar footed 

Bad bearded 

Hairy hot 
 

To identify different reasons as to why 
we use hyphens in words. 
 
To create a selection of hyphenated 
words.  

Plan 
Today we are going to plan our writing for our non-chronological report on your 
unique animal, which you created in the first lesson. 
Using the planning format in the resources section, write at least four or five full 
sentences for each of your paragraphs: 

- Intro – this is basic about how your creature was discovered 
- Characteristics – the appearance of your creature 
- Habitat – where your creature lives 
- Diet – what your creature eats 

Remember the more precise your sentences, the easier it is to write. You need to ensure 
you include examples of both skills (hyphenated words and colons/semi-colons).  
 
Challenge 
Try to include some of the other Y6 writing objectives to make your writing more 
interesting: parenthesis and relative clauses. 

 

To plan a non-chronological report. 
 
To use notes and research to develop 
ideas.  



• Parenthesis - a word, phrase, or sentence that is inserted into writing as 
extra information using brackets, commas or dashes. 

• Relative Clauses - Relative clauses add information to sentences by using a 
relative pronoun such as who, that or which 

 
 

Write 
You are now ready to write. 
 
Use your plan to write your non-chronological report about the animal you have 
created. Remember you need to write for specific impact towards the reader – you are 
writing to inform your reader about your created animal. 
 
You should separate your writing into four paragraphs – like what is on your plan. 
This report is all about the animal you have created. Remember you need to include 
lots of detail as this is a new animal no-one has seen before. Be as specific as you 
can, you may wish to use photos of your animal, the habitat and what they eat.  
 
In the resources section, you will find a teacher example of how this could be formed. 
Use this as a guide to write your own. 
 
When you have finished writing, you need to re-read through your writing checking 
for errors in spelling and punctuation before reviewing these with a dictionary and 
Siri. 

- Pen & Paper 
- Dictionary 
- iPad for Siri if possible 
- Plan from previous session 

 
Teacher Example: 

 

 

To write a full non-chronological 
report. 
 
To proof-read own writing for spelling 
and punctuation errors.  



 
 

 

 


