
 Curriculum Overview for Year 5 Page 1

Theme: The past and world religions 
(Focus on history and RE) 

Theme: The world around us 
(Focus on geography and science) 

Theme: The here and now 
(Focus on the Arts, PSHE and DT) 

History Geography 

Religious Education 

Science 

MFL (Target language: French)

Across KS2 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.  
The Roman Empire and its Impact on Britain. 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots. 
The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England. 
A local history study.  
 A study of a theme in British history.  
Early Civilizations achievements and an in-depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; 
Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty.  
Ancient Greece. 
A non- European society that contrasts with British history  
chosen from:  Early Islamic Civilization  • Mayan Civilization  • Benin. 
To investigate and interpret the past 
Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 
Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the past. 
Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past. 
Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the social context of evidence 
studied. 
Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions about the past. 
Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 
To build an overview of world history 
Identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the school. 
Give a broad overview of life in Britain from medieval until the Tudor and Stuarts times. 
Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of interest around the world.  
Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 
Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and 
children.. 
To understand chronology 
Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, religious, political, technological and 
cultural). 
Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively little change. 
Understand the concepts of continuity and change over time, representing them, along with evidence, on a time line. 
Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 
To communicate historically 
 Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including:  

• dates , time period, era, chronology, continuity , change, century, decade,  legacy. 
Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to a exceptional standard in order to communicate information about the 
past. 
Use original ways to present information and ideas. 

To investigate places 
Collect and analyse statistics and other information in order to draw clear conclusions about locations. 
Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 
Use a range of geographical resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions of the characteristic features 
of a location. 
Use different types of fieldwork sampling (random and systematic) to observe, measure and record the human 
and physical features in the local area. Record the results in a range of ways.  
Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of different geographical representations of a location (such as 
aerial images compared with maps and topological maps - as in London’s Tube map). 
Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
 Name and locate the countries of North and South America and identify their main physical and human 
characteristics. 

To investigate patterns 
Identify and describe the geographical significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, and time zones 
(including day and night). 
Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between countries. 
Describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the reasons for change. 
Describe geographical diversity across the world. 
Describe how countries and geographical regions are interconnected and interdependent. 

To communicate geographically 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water cycle. 
• human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water supplies. 
• Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and a key (that uses standard 
Ordnance Survey symbols) to communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and the world. 
• Create maps of locations identifying patterns (such as: land use, climate zones, population densities, height 

of land). 

Working Scientifically
To plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and 
controlling variables where necessary 
To take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 
To record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs and bar and line graphs 
To use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 
To report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and 
explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other 
presentations 
To identify scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 
Living Things and their Habitats 
To describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 
To describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals. 
Animals, including humans 
To describe the changes as humans develop from birth to old age. 
Properties and changes of materials 
To compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties including their 
hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets 
To know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution 
To use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including 
through filtering, sieving and evaporating 
To give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of 
everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic 
To demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 
To explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of change 
is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 
Earth and Space 
To describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 
To describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 
To describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 
To use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night. 
Forces  
To explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting 
between the Earth and the falling object 
To identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between moving 
surfaces 
To recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect 

Following the Sheffield Agreed Syllabus for RE, children will cover the following 
religions – Buddhism  and Christianity. The following themes will be taught:- 
- How do Christian people’s beliefs about God, the world and others impact on 
their lives?
- What is expected of a person following a religion or belief?
- How do people’s beliefs about God, the world and others have impact on their 
lives?

- Where, how and why do people worship? Investigating places of worship 
including those found in Sheffield.

Intercultural Understanding: 
All about France (prior knowledge of language and country) 
Recognise similarities and differences between places: Christmas in France  
Look at aspects of our everyday lives from the perspective of someone from another country 
Ways of travelling to and around Spain 
Compare symbols, objects or products which represent own culture with those of another country 
Language skills: 
Greetings, Name, Age, Feelings, numbers 1-31, French Alphabet 
Days of the week, date, weather 
Colours, text, writing colour mood poems (bilingual dictionary work) 
Animals/Pets:  Have you got a pet?  Describing pets 
Modes of Transport – How do you travel to school? 
Comparing a traditional tale – The Three Little Pigs (bilingual dictionary work) 
Counting in 10s (10 – 200) 
 Being Healthy + Sport:  expressing likes/dislikes 
On-going: Register, numeracy starter activities, class calendar, PE warm ups, classroom instructions, 
early morning activities/challenges, celebrating birthdays, phrase of the week, assemblies 
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